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Fig. 1: Rear Entertainment System Components Location (1 Of 2) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

Fig. 2: Rear Entertainment System Components Location (2 Of 2) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

SYSTEM DESCRIPTION 

The rear entertainment system is composed of a special audio unit, a DVD player unit, a rear controller, and 
screen wireless headphones, wireless remote control, and auxiliary input jacks. 

SYSTEM COMPONENTS 

Audio Unit 
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� Provides rear system power  

� Provides control for the rear functions  

� Allows the rear display to show information about the rear system status  

� Provides a method to stop the rear passenger's from having control of the rear system  

DVD Player Unit 

� Offers simple operation (control in the audio unit)  

� Has the ability to play DVD's or CD's  

� Automatically turns off when battery voltage drops below 12 V  

� The DVD player in the rear entertainment system can play DVD's and CD's bearing these marks shown 
on their packages or jackets. Those packages or jackets should also bear the designation of "1" or "ALL." 
DVD-ROM's cannot be played in this system (refer to the owner's manual for more information). 
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Fig. 3: Identifying DVD's And CD's Logo (1) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  
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Fig. 4: Identifying DVD's And CD's Logos (ALL)  
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

Rear Controller And Screen 

� Has flip down 7 " display  

� Display is in operational when pushed beyond the detent  

Wireless Headphone 

� Has ON/OFF button/switch  

� Has volume control  

� Has automatic shut off when not in use ('05-06 models)  

� Operational only in the second and third row seats, not outside the vehicle or in the front seats  

Wireless Remote Control 

Allows remote operation of the audio and DVD units. 

Auxiliary Input Jacks 

� Allows input from standard video game and video equipment using RCA connectors  

� Provides three headphone jacks with separate volume controls  

Radio Remote Switch 

Allows operation of the audio and DVD units at the steering wheel. 

OPERATING METHOD 

Audio Unit 

1. Turn the rear entertainment system ON. 

After the main power switch "VOL PUSH PWR" (A) is turned ON, push "REAR PWR" switch (B) to 
turn the rear system ON. To turn the rear system OFF, push "REAR PWR", and to turn the whole system 
OFF, push "VOL PUSH PWR". 

NOTE: Refer to the owner's manual for full operation  details .
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Fig. 5: Turning Rear Entertainment System ON ('03-04 Model Shown, '05-06 Similar) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

2. Using the selector knob. 

� Turn left to select the front controls (Audio).  

� Turn right to select the rear controls (After rear operation is finished, selector will automatically 
return to the front control in 10 seconds). 
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Fig. 6: Using Selector Knob ('03-04 Model Shown, '05-06 Similar) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

3. Rear Control Enable/Disable. 

By pushing the selector knob, the driver can prevent the rear passengers from operating the system. Each 
push of the selector knob cycles the switch between ON-OFF (Rear Control Enable/Rear Control 
Disabled). When rear operation is prohibited, the LCD on the audio unit displays "RR CONT OFF". 
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Fig. 7: Identifying Rear Control Enable/Disable ('03-04 Model Shown, '05-06 Similar) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

4. Viewing the twin displays. 

The two displays indicate the status of the front (A) and rear (B) systems. 

'05-'06 models: To change the display from front to rear. 

The system default is to display the front, to display the rear, turn the selector knob to the right and 
release. The display will show the rear system for 10 seconds, then switch back to the front. 

Fig. 8: Viewing Twin Displays ('03-04 Model Shown, '05-06 Similar) 
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Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

5. Rear speaker automatic OFF Function. 

By turning the rear speaker OFF you can reduce the interference between the front source and the rear 
source (Headphone). The speaker will be turned ON/OFF automatically when the front and rear have 
different sources selected. When the rear speaker is in the OFF mode, the LCD display on the audio unit 
displays "RR SP OFF". 

Fig. 9: Identifying Rear Speaker Automatic OFF Function (RR SP OFF) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

Rear Controller 

Using the control switch from the rear seat. 

With "Rear Power ON" and rear control enabled the rear passenger can control the functions. 
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Fig. 10: Using Control Switch From Rear Seat (Rear Controller)  
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

Wireless Remote Control 

Remote control switch use and function. 

With "Rear Power ON" and rear control enabled, the rear passengers can control the functions with the remote, 
except volume. 

Fig. 11: Remote Control Switch Use And Function (Wireless Remote Control) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

REAR CONTROLLER AND SCREEN CONNECTOR INPUTS AND OUT PUTS ('03-'04 MODELS) 
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When replacing a rear controller and screen connector, match the wires to the cavities listed in Fig. 12 . 

Fig. 12: Identifying Rear Controller And Screen Connector Inputs And Outputs ('03-04 Models) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

REAR CONTROL AND SCREEN CONNECTOR INPUTS AND OUTPUTS ('05-06 MODELS) 

NOTE: For Rear Entertainment Circuit Diagrams, refer  to '03 -04 MODELS WITH REAR 
ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM .

NOTE: For Rear Entertainment Circuit Diagrams, refer  to '05 -06 MODELS WITH REAR 
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When replacing a rear controller and screen connector, match the wires to the cavities listed in Fig. 13 . 

Fig. 13: Identifying Rear Control And Screen Connector Inputs And Outputs ('05-06 Models) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

DVD PLAYER UNIT CONNECTOR INPUTS AND OUTPUTS ('03-0 4 MODELS) 

When replacing a DVD player unit connector, match the wires to the cavities listed in Fig. 14 . 

ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM .

NOTE: For Rear Entertainment Circuit Diagrams, refer  to '03 -04 MODELS WITH REAR 
ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM .
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Fig. 14: Identifying DVD Player Unit Connector Inputs And Outputs ('03-04 Models) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

DVD PLAYER UNIT CONNECTOR INPUTS AND OUTPUTS ('05-0 6 MODELS) 

When replacing a DVD player unit connector, match the wires to the cavities listed in Fig. 15 . 

NOTE: For Rear Entertainment Circuit Diagrams, refer  to '05 -06 MODELS WITH REAR 
ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM .
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Fig. 15: Identifying DVD Player Unit Connector Inputs And Outputs ('05-06 Models) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

AUXILIARY JACK ASSEMBLY CONNECTOR INPUTS AND OUTPUT S 

� '03-'04 models (see '03-04 MODELS WITH REAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM  )  

� '05-'06 models (see '05-06 MODELS WITH REAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM  ) 

When replacing an auxiliary jack assembly connector, match the wires to the cavities listed in 
AUXILIARY JACK ASSEMBLY CONNECTOR ('03 -04 MODELS) or AUXILIARY JACK 
ASSEMBLY CONNECTOR ('05-06 MODELS) . 

AUXILIARY JACK ASSEMBLY CONNECTOR ('03-04 MODELS)  

NOTE: For Rear Entertainment Circuit Diagram, refer to CIRCUIT DIAGRAM - WITH 
BOSE SOUND SYSTEM :

Cavity Wire Connects to
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AUXILIARY JACK ASSEMBLY CONNECTOR ('05-06 MODELS)  

1 BLK Ground (G652)
2 WHT/RED ACC (main stereo power supply)
3 BRN Audio unit (HP SHIELD)
4 BRN/BLK DVD player unit (VIDEO 3 

SHIELD)
5 BRN/WHT DVD player unit (AUDIO 3 

SHIELD)
6 WHT/GRN DVD player unit 

(COMMUNICATION LINE 
CHECK)

7 BLU/GRN(1) Audio unit (HP AUDIO COMMON)

WHT(2) 
8 RED DVD player unit (VIDEO 3 

GROUND)
9 BLU DVD player unit (VIDEO 3)
10 YEL DVD player unit (L CH3)
11 BLU DVD player unit (AUDIO 3 

COMMON)
12 GRN DVD player unit (R CH3)
13 ORN(1) Audio unit (HP L CH OUT)

BRN(2) 
14 ORN/BLU(1) Audio unit (HP R CH OUT)

GRN/BLU(2) 
(1) '03 Model

(2) '04 Model

Cavity Wire Connects to
1 BLK Ground (G652)
2 WHT/RED ACC (main stereo power supply)
3 BRN Audio unit (HP SHIELD)
4 -  
5 -  
6 WHT/GRN DVD player unit (CONN 

CHECK)
7 WHT Audio unit (HP AUDIO COM)
8 RED Audio unit (VIDEO 1 GND)
9 BLU Audio unit (VIDEO 1)
10 YEL Audio unit (VIDEO 1 L)
11 BLU Audio unit (VEDEO 1 L/R GND)
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12 GRN AUDIO unit (VIDEO 1 R)
13 BRN Audio unit (HP L CH OUT)
14 GRN/BLU Audio unit (HP R CH OUT)
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Fig. 16: Identifying Auxiliary Jack Assembly Connector Inputs and Outputs 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

SELF-DIAGNOSTIC PROCEDURE 

'03-04 MODELS 

The rear entertainment system has a self-diagnostic function. To run the self-diagnostic function, do the 
following: 

1. Turn the ignition switch to the ACC (I) or ON (II) position.  

2. Push the "VOL push PWR" knob (A) to ON.  

3. Simultaneously push and hold the buttons "DISC+6" "SCAN" and "A.SEL" for more than 2 seconds. 

Fig. 17: Rear Entertainment System Self-Diagnostic Function ('03-04 Models) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

4. Release the buttons when a diagnosis message (DIAG) shows in the "FRONT" display (B) and diagnosis 
indication shows in the "REAR" display (C) of the audio unit. It changes every 3 seconds for the DVD 
player unit (DVD), the rear controller and screen (DISP), and auxiliary (AUX).  

5. When there is no problem found, the system returns to normal operation automatically followed by a 
single audible beep. 

 

2006 Acura MDX 

2003-06 ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT Rear Entertainment System - MDX  

me   

Monday, May 11, 2009 4:57:28 AM Page 19 © 2005 Mitchell Repair Information Company, LLC. 



Fig. 18: Identifying Normal Operation 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

6. When a problem is detected, the system will display which component has the error followed by three 
audible beeps. 

� The error (Err) message will appear in the "REAR" display.  

� If the DVD player, the rear controller and screen (DISP) or the auxiliary (AUX) assembly has a 
malfunction, an indication will appear in the "REAR" display. 

Fig. 19: Identifying Faulty Operation 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

7. After the three beeps, the system will hold the displayed error as shown in Fig. 20 or Fig. 21 depending 
on which component has the malfunction. 
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Fig. 20: Holding Displayed Front Error Component 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

Fig. 21: Holding Displayed Rear Error Component 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  
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8. Turn the ignition switch OFF or push the "VOL push PWR" button to cancel the self-diagnostic function.  

'05-06 MODELS 

The rear entertainment system has a self-diagnostic function. To run the self-diagnostic function, do the 
following: 

1. Turn the ignition switch to the ACC (I) or ON (II) position.  

2. Push the "VOL push PWR" knob (A) to ON.  

3. Simultaneously push and hold the buttons preset "1", DISC+ "6", and "SEEK/SKIP+" for more than 2 
seconds. 

Fig. 22: Rear Entertainment System Self-Diagnostic Function ('05-06 Models) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

4. Release the buttons when a diagnosis message (DIAG) shows in the display of the audio unit. It changes 
every 3 seconds for the XM, DVD player unit (DVD), the rear controller and screen (DISP), and auxiliary 
(AUX).  

5. When there is no problem found, there is a single audible beep. 

Fig. 23: Identifying No Problem With Single Audible Beep (Normal) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

6. When a problem is detected, the system will display which component has the error followed by three 
audible beeps. 
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� The error (Err) message will appear in the display.  

� If the XM, DVD player, the rear controller and screen (DISP) or the auxiliary (AUX) assembly has 
a malfunction, an indication will appear in the display. 

Fig. 24: Identifying Problem With Three Audible Beeps (Faulty) 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

7. Turn the ignition switch OFF or push the "VOL push PWR" button to cancel the self-diagnostic function.  

ERROR CODES 

Both the audio unit and rear control panel will display error codes when a problem is detected with the DVD 
player. 

ERROR CODES 

DVD PLAYER UNIT REMOVAL/INSTALLATION  

Error Message Cause Solution

DVD DISC FOCUS Error

Press the EJECT button and pull out 
the DVD. Check if it is inserted 
correctly in the DVD Player. Make 
sure the DVD is not scratched or 
damaged.

DVD ERR Mechanical Error, or a DVD has 
been loaded in the CD player

Press the EJECT button and pull out 
the DVD. Check it for damage or 
deformation. If the DVD cannot be 
pulled out, or the error message 
does not disappear after the DVD is 
ejected, substitute a known-good 
DVD player unit and recheck. If 
symptom/indication goes away, 
replace the original DVD player 
unit. Do not try to force the DVD 
out of the player.

DVD HOT High Temperature Will disappear when the 
temperature returns to normal.

LOW BAT Low Vehicle Battery Voltage Run the engine to recharge the 
battery.
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SRS component locations for the appropriate year: 

� '03 model (see 2003 MODEL )  

� '04-06 models (see 2004-2006 MODELS )  

Also review the precautions and procedures (see PRECAUTIONS AND PROCEDURES ) before performing 
repairs or service. 

1. Remove the console panel and center lower cover (see CENTER CONSOLE 
REMOVAL/INSTALLATION  ).  

2. Remove the cover (A) from the DVD player unit (B). 

NOTE:
� Put on gloves to protect your hands.  
� Take care not to scratch the dashboard and related parts. 
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Fig. 25: Removing Cover From DVD Player Unit 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

3. Remove the screws and pull out the DVD player unit.  

4. Disconnect the 26P and 8P connectors (or 22P connector)*.(C) from the DVD player unit. 

* : '05-06 models 

5. Remove the four mounting screws, then remove the bracket. 
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Fig. 26: Removing Mounting Screws And Bracket 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

6. Install in the reverse order of removal, and make sure the DVD player unit connectors are plugged in 
properly.  

REAR CONTROLLER AND SCREEN REMOVAL/INSTALLATION 

1. Remove the display cover (A) by pulling down on the rear. There are hooks (B) on the front. 

NOTE:
� Put on gloves to protect your hands.  
� Take care not scratch the headliner and display cov er. 
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Fig. 27: Removing Display Cover Pulling Down On Rear  
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

2. Remove the mounting bolts (A). 
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Fig. 28: Removing Mounting Bolts 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

3. Disconnect the connector (B) from the rear controller and screen.  

4. Remove the screws from the controller (A). 
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Fig. 29: Removing Screws From Controller 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  
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5. Disconnect the cable (B) from the controller.  

6. Remove the screws, then remove the screen (A) and base (B). 

Fig. 30: Removing Screen And Base 
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Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

7. Remove the screws and lock switch (A). 

Fig. 31: Removing Screws And Lock Switch 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

8. Install the parts in the reverse order of removal, and make sure the rear controller and screen connector is 
plugged in properly.  

AUXILIARY JACK ASSEMBLY REPLACEMENT 

1. Carefully pry out the auxiliary jack assembly (A). 
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Fig. 32: Prying Out Auxiliary Jack Assembly 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

2. Disconnect the 14P connector (B) and remove the auxiliary jack assembly.  

WIRELESS HEADPHONE BATTERY REPLACEMENT 

1. Remove the battery covers (A) from the wireless headphone by inserting a coin in the lock tabs (B) and 
lifting the covers. 
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Fig. 33: Removing Battery Covers From Wireless Headphone Inserting Coin In Lock Tabs 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

2. Remove the batteries (C) from the wireless headphone. 

Replacement Battery Size: AAA  

3. Push the ON/OFF button (A), and confirm that the indicator (B) comes on after the batteries are replaced. 
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Fig. 34: Pushing ON/OFF Button 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL BATTERY REPLACEMENT 

1. Remove the cover (A) from the remote control. 

Fig. 35: Removing Cover From Remote Control 
Courtesy of AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.  

2. Remove the batteries (B). 
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Replacement Battery Size: AA  

3. Confirm that each operation works normally after the batteries are replaced.  
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